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MEMORANDUM 

  

To:                 All  APS Families 

  

From:              Dr. Lisa Herring, Superintendent 

  

Date:               December 4, 2020 

 

Subject: January 2021 Reopening Summary 

  

Thank you for joining us during our virtual town hall on December 3. I appreciate having the 

opportunity to engage with our APS parents and with the community as we work toward a 

reopening in January 2021. We heard your questions and your feedback, and we continue to 

consider your input as part of our reopening process. If you missed the town hall, don’t worry. 

You can watch it on-demand at www.facebook.com/AtlantaPublicSchools. Remember, you 

don’t need a Facebook account to watch the video.   

 

You can also view or download the PowerPoint slides that we presented during our reopening 

discussion. You can access those slides online by clicking here. Also, visit our reopening 

webpage at www.atlantapublicschools.us/reopen for the latest updates on our reopening efforts.  

 

January 2021 Reopening Summary  

APS is developing a phased-in approach for reopening schools as we prepare for January 2021. 

APS will reopen with the option for in-person learning in January 2021. This approach includes 

teacher preparation days and phasing in students in late January and early February 2021. 

School-based staff return to work in person on Tuesday, January 19, 2021, to prepare for in-

person learning according to the proposed schedule (4 days per week in person, Wednesdays 

virtual). District office staff return to work in person on Monday, January 11, 2021. Students 

will be phased in beginning with PreK-2 and Special Education (low incidence – PreK -12) on 

January 25; grades 3-5, 6, 9, and 10th on February 1; and grades 7, 8, 11, and 12th on February 

4th.   

 

Our plan maintains the three instructional delivery models that include the following options: 1) 

Site-Based Virtual Learning, 2) Face to Face and 3) Atlanta Virtual Academy. 

 

Intent to Return Declaration Form Deadline is December 21 

We ask that all parents complete the Intent to Return Declaration Form by clicking here 

https://dig.apsgraphs.com/ITR/ to select an instructional model for the 2nd semester. Please be 

reflective about your desire to have your child return for face to face instruction in January. We 

know that some students have a greater need for face to face instruction than others. Virtual 

learning has been successful for some while challenging for others. We trust that each parent or 

guardian will make a decision that best fits the needs of their child and the safety of the 

community.  

 

http://www.facebook.com/AtlantaPublicSchools
https://www.atlantapublicschools.us/Page/65169
https://www.atlantapublicschools.us/Page/65169
http://www.atlantapublicschools.us/reopen
https://dig.apsgraphs.com/ITR/
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If you submitted a response during the previous intent-to-return declaration period, you may use 

this form to update your response. Remember, if you don’t complete the form by Monday, 

December 21, your student (s) will be placed into an instructional model based on your previous 

declaration or will remain in their current instructional learning model (virtual instruction with 

your local school or Atlanta Virtual Academy). You can change your response until the 

declaration period closes on December 21.  

 

As we move into this second phase of Return+Learn, we are basing our efforts on four key 

concepts: Plan, Process, People, and Protect. 

 

Plan involves our three learning models: 1) Site-Based Virtual Learning, 2) Face-to-Face, and 3) 

Atlanta Virtual Academy.  

 

Process is our deliberate schedule in how we bring staff and students back into our buildings. 

The phased-in approach includes teacher preparation days and phasing in students. In support of 

reopening our schools, we expanded academic, wellness, and engagement interventions, we 

implemented independent learning on Wednesdays in December to provide teachers with 

preparation time, and we launched our Intent to Return Form for all families to select or change 

their previous declaration for January 2021. 

 

People involves providing our teachers and staff with the guidance, work conditions, and 

information on health and safety measures that will prepare them for a successful reopening in 

January.  

 

Protect means we will continue to work proactively to keep our students and staff safe in this 

COVID-19 environment. We have taken extraordinary measures in this area. You can learn more 

about it at www.atlantapublicschools.us/APSProtects. Here are just a few highlights: 

 Air – we’ve invested $68 million to upgrade our heating, ventilation, and air conditioning 

systems 

 Water – we’re conducting proactive testing and continuous flushing and disinfecting of 

our water systems and providing bottled water 

 Buildings and Buses – we’re using fogging machines for cleaning our buildings and 

buses and have operationalized consistent cleaning, wipe downs and other measures in 

schools and buildings.  

 People – we’re providing personal protective equipment (PPE) for students and staff and 

have implemented key mitigation strategies, including social distancing, temperature 

screenings, limiting campus capacity, use of masks, and other hygiene and cleaning 

procedures. 

 

It’s important that we continue to have your support and collaboration as we work toward a 

reopening in January 2021. Our collective goal is to ensure that we meet the needs of our young 

scholars — your children — and that they are all prepared to succeed. Thank you for your 

ongoing engagement, and we will keep you updated as we move forward together.  

 

 

http://www.atlantapublicschools.us/APSProtects
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Yours in Service, 

 

 

 

Dr. Lisa Herring  


